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Private-Public Partnership Offers Alternative for 

South Carolina State Farmers Market 

Joint Effort of Private Developers, Major Wholesale Vendors and Lexington County Brings Plans to Department of Agriculture

Columbia, S.C. –A private-public partnership announced today that it has initiated development for an alternative site for the new South Carolina State Farmers Market.

Parties involved in this private-public partnership are many of the major wholesale vendors currently operating on the South Carolina State Farmers Market, a private developer led by Midlands businessmen Jim Anderson and George Lee, and Lexington County. The developer has secured 160 acres of land in Lexington County on Highway 321 near Interstate 26. 

The partnership approached Commissioner of Agriculture Hugh Weathers with this proposal. In light of these developments, Commissioner Weathers has suspended activity at the Shop Road site while giving this initiative time to develop.  “The plans brought to me for this market proposal are extremely exciting and present a State Farmers Market as contemplated by the Department of Agriculture,” said Commissioner Weathers. Subject to those plans coming to fruition, Commissioner Weathers said that his department would cooperate and assist in the development of the State Farmers Market at the alternative site.

“This alternative speaks to the two principles which have guided our decisions regarding the new farmers market project,” said Weathers “Those are to serve South Carolina farmers effectively, and to ensure that public dollars are utilized as efficiently as possible.”

The developers have been working for several months to create a plan with the potential to foster growth and promote South Carolina farmers. Based on research at numerous other farmers markets around the country, their approach was to develop a venue that would bring a world-class market to both the public and private sector of South Carolina.

“Although we like food from all parts of the world,” said Anderson, “the market we have planned is all about promoting homegrown. We like the new program by the Department to promote South Carolina’s farm products. Rest assured our main priority is to build facilities to sell products from neighboring farms in our state. This market will bring farmers and consumers closer together in a great shopping environment.”

The alternative market location could also potentially house the Department of Agriculture’s new Consumer Services Laboratory as well as its Market News offices operated from the current market property.  Other features included in the plans are an amphitheater, park and a restaurant highlighting Certified SC Grown products.

The role of the wholesale vendors has always been critical to the economic impact of the South Carolina State Farmers Market. Many of these vendors were drawn to this private-public partnership by the opportunity to own their facilities.

Greg Senn, of Senn Brothers Produce is pleased that the alternative site being pursued in Lexington County will afford Senn Brothers the opportunity to own their own facility as opposed to leasing from a third party.  According to Senn, “The current market and its age will eventually affect our ability to be competitive in the marketplace. The construction of a new state of the art facility will enable our company to be more competitive.  The design and theme of the proposed market in Lexington County facility is very well thought out and will provide South Carolina with a modern state of the art market. We were thrilled to see an alternative emerging that will meet the needs of our company as well as those of our customers and suppliers.”

Lexington County Council also noted the benefits of the private sector investment leading the way in the farmers market development.

“Highlighting strong support for our agricultural heritage, the Council is very excited to see this project is coming together as a true private-public partnership,” said Billy Derrick, chairman of Lexington County Council. “We would welcome any of the market businesses willing to locate here.”

While the developers are moving forward with significant investments, Senator Nikki Setzler of Lexington County outlined the possible need for legislative action by the General Assembly when it reconvenes in January. While it is not certain, legislative action might be required to allow funds that have been previously appropriated to the new farmers market project to be redirected to an alternative site.

“I feel the General Assembly should be excited to support this alternative given its more effective use of state dollars” said Senator Setzler. “This is an opportunity to create a great marketplace for South Carolina farmers.”

According to the developers’ timetable, the market would open in March 2010.

When available, the Department of Agriculture will publish plans for the new Farmers Market proposal at the alternative site on its website.

